
   

In March, 600 ewes, fat with a thick winter coat of wool and soon-to-be-born lambs, mill about in 
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as big as their charges, live with the sheep,  keeping an eye out  for coyotes and wolves. Five or six years 

ago Eric lost more than 40 lambs to predators. The 

dogs, commonly used to guard sheep, stopped that.  

Most of the sheep are Polypays, a breed developed 
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stincts, modest size and frequency of twins born. Soon 

after taking over the farm from his father,  Donald Wal-

lis, 27 years ago, he switched from cattle to sheep. 
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Plus, he likes their gregarious natures. While not 
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like being hit by a large soft beach-ball.  The farm will 

soon be eligible for Michigan Centennial Farm status 

because it will have been worked by his family for a hun-

dred years.  
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raises his sheep as organically as possible, because he 

believes the meat is healthier. Six hundred is a relatively 

small flock so he is able to reduce administration of anti-

biotics and de-worming medications to those that are 

necessary. He uses no growth hormones. Eric rotates 

his flock among several pastures to cut down on worm 
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Water Ecotours in Hessel.  
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Good Mothers, Good Size, Good Wool  
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his family for just short of 100 years.  
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